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By nature AH was parsimonious, and his tastes were
frugal, but though a miser behind closed doors, he had
the Indian love of making a show in public. AH only
squandered money upon some object that he considered
well worth while the expenditure involved. Such an
object was Olga. He wanted her as a wife, and was
willing to employ any means to obtain her- He planned
to dispatch his guests except Olga, to the cinema, after
a Gargantuan dinner, arranged to convince Olga of his
wealth. Then when he and Olga were alone, Ali inten-
ded to propose to her. He hoped she would be suffi-
ciently dazzled by his generosity to accept him, if not for
love, then for the money and influence which she would
imagine he possessed.
When post-prandial conviviaHty had set in, each lady
was presented with an expensive box of chocolates, but
Olga's box contained, in addition to chocolates, a gold
chain, with garnet pendant, shaped like a grand piano-
All the guests were loud in their thanks to their host,
except Ludwig, who, on the plea of feeling unwell, had
spoken scarcely a word during the banquet. Of all
those present, AH was the only person conscious of
Ludwig's hostiHty, and it pleased die Indian right well
that Ludwig should be jealous of him because of Olga.
As each lady left the room, AH saluted, Indian fashion,
raising his right hand, back outwards to his forehead,
for the express purpose of displaying the diamond ring
on his Httle finger.
From the dining-room Olga went direct to her bed-
room, to prepare for the short concert which was to take
pkce before the company proceeded to the cinema.
While she was washing her hands, there was a knock at
the door. " Come in," she called.
Before she had time to dry her hands, Ludwig had
entered and closed the door behind him. " Give me the
pendant and chain that nigger gave you," he muttered,
beads of perspiration standing on his forehead* " FU